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The Ikeda Family Collection
(Ikeda-ke Bunko)

This collection comprises ancient
manuscripts, pictures and old books
handed down in the lkeda family, which
governed the Okayama domain (the
southeastern part of present-day Okayama
Prefecture) during the Edo period (1603-
1867). Containing more than 100,000 items,
it is utilized for research and education as
one of Japan’s best reference materials of
feudal domain duties. The collection was
donated to the Okayama University upon
its founding in 1949, and is housed in its

Central Library.
Supervisor: KURACHI Katsunao
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Korakuen Garden (Gokéen zu)

Bunkyu 3 (1863)

Korakuen Garden (Gokoen) was established
in Genroku 13 (1700) by IKEDA Tsunamasa,
the lord of the Okayama domain.

The garden was normally used for
recreation by the lord, while such events as
Confucian classes, Noh performances and
martial arts were attended by his retainers
as well. Sometimes it was even open to
the general public. The garden underwent
frequent remodeling to suit the taste of
each generation of lord, and this picture
depicts what it looked like in the late Edo
period; the locations of plants, ponds,
streams and tea houses are quite similar to
those in the present day.
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Chronicle of Nobunaga (Shinché ki) in 15 volumes
{Important Cultural Property)

Keicho 15 (1610)

Shincho ki is a war tale about the challenges and
success of warlord ODA Nobunaga.

This edition, written by the author OTA Gydichi
by order of the Ikeda family, is considered to be
the standard text among several versions of his
handwritten manuscript. It contains some episodes
of the lkeda family’s activities which can be found
in no other editions.
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Okayama Domain School (Gakké On-ezu)

Late Edo period

This picture map shows the official school
established by the Okayama domain for education
of the sons of its retainers. The school, opened in
1666, is one of the earliest domain schools (hanko)
founded in Japan. It continued without interruption
until 1871, producing a number of excellent
retainers. The Shizutani School (Shizutani Gakko),
a domain-run school designed for the common
people, was also founded around the same time.
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List of Products from Territories in Bizen and
Bitcht Provinces (Bizen-no-kuni Bitchd-no-
kuni no uchi Ryé-nai Sanbutsu ché)

Genbun 1 (1736)

By order of the Tokugawa Shogunate, the Okayama
domain conducted a research of major products
(plants, animals and minerals) from its territory, and
submitted this list of their popular names, shapes
and other features. Full-color plates are attached as
an appendix. The Shogunate promoted expansion
of production based on the “List of Products
(Sanbutsu cho)” submitted from all parts of the
country, which boosted local interest in the nature,
history and folk customs of each region.
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Oki-shinden New Land in Jodo County,
Bizen Province (Bizen-no-kuni Jodo-gun
Oki-shinden zu)

Late Edo period

The Okayama domain promoted reclamation of
mudflats in Kojima Bay throughout the 17th century.
The Oki-shinden is the largest tract of reclaimed
land of all, developed with a high level of civil
engineering technology, and its stone levees and
drainpipes withstood regular use for more than 200
years. Such development of new fields contributed
to the financial abundance of the Okayama domain.
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Picture Map of Bizen Province (Bizen-no-kuni ezu) Genroku 13 (1700)
This picture map of Bizen Province (the southeastern part of present-day
Okayama Prefecture) was produced by the Okayama domain by order of
the Tokugawa Shogunate. The map was prepared in the uniform standard
throughout the nation, on a scale of one to 23,000. Borderlines between
provinces or counties were drawn after reconfirmation in the presence of
interested persons. The Tokugawa Shogunate compiled the picture maps
from all parts of the country into a map of Japan.



